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Synopsis

In this groundbreaking book, Scalia and Garner systematically explain all the most important
principles of constitutional, statutory, and contractual interpretation in an engaging and informative
style A¢a -4 ce with hundreds of illustrations from actual cases. Is a burrito a sandwich? Is a
corporation entitled to personal privacy? If you trade a gun for drugs, are you A¢a —nA“using a
gunA¢a -A-«in a drug transaction? The authors grapple with these and dozens of equally curious
questions while explaining the most principled, lucid, and reliable techniques for deriving meaning
from authoritative texts. Meanwhile, the book takes up some of the most controversial issues in
modern jurisprudence. The authors write with a well-argued point of view that is definitive yet

nuanced, straightforward yet sophisticated.
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Customer Reviews

An outstanding resource for any lawyer or legal professional. This book has the potential to
skyrocket your legal writing skills while at the same time teach you how to understand where judges

come from when interpreting the law. If you are in the business of convincing someone in the legal



field this is the one to have. Along the way, it may even help you finally understand why your written

arguments did not achieve your expected results. Great resource!

I’'m not an American lawyer. But this book was one of the most useful legal book in my legal career.
The rules of interpretation are universal. They are the same in any legal system. The case law is
great. But reasoning for any rule is so clear that | was able to pursue judges to use it easily. And this

book is very clever.

This book is a must for law school. | use it all the time, both for school and internships. | noticed the

Justice Department recently cited this in a brief for the Clean Air Act case in the D.C. Circuit.

For anyone interested in learning, through explanations and examples, how to read and interpret
law, this is your Bible. Straightforward but perceptive and insightful- the authority on statutory and
constitutional construction. For the Justice Brennan folks: stick to the "emanations of penumbras."

For legitimate judges and lawyers, eat your heart out.

Scalia and Garner offer concise, articulate, reasoned discussions on reading and interpreting law.
Very practical examples help drive home the theories. The writing style is very accessible and
humorous in many places. This is not some stuffy, dense, legalistic tome. They keep it real. No
matter one’s political inclinations, this book will impress. Few people have the legal experience of
these two authors. Justice Scalia’s experience and background are well known. Perhaps more so
now that he has had the extensive tributes following his recent death. Bryan Garner, the co-author,
is also well credentialed and quite well thought of due to his role as the lead editor for "Black’s Law
Dictionary" of legal terms. The two men masterfully break down statutory application principles and
explain their analysis. While these two legal experts agree on most principles, they do not feel
obliged to be in lock step with one another on their legal and writing philosophies. This adds to the

book’s charm and effectiveness, as the differing viewpoints are discussed and celebrated.

| recommend it to all law professionals. Thet'll find right answers to right questions. Read it and

enjoy

So far my favorite book on constitutional construction



reading and contemplating this book has helped me technically and substantively be a better lawyer
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